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00:02 

I: So Jesse, you were talking about...again, thank you for your interview, and 
thank you for what you did on helping out on December 7th. I think you can 
probably say you served. 


JT: Well, I chipped in a little bit, everyone. Point is that everyone chipped in so 
much, and got involved in so much. Some people used to work 6 and 7 days a 
week at air, consolidated here in San Diego, everyone. I think the government 
did an outstanding job of preparing the people to, ‘let's go get 'em, let's end this, 
let's end this.' The feeling of the people that I associated with was, ‘let's get 'em, 
let's get 'em, get the Japanese.’ And that's how, I think, you build up the morale 
of the country, cause Japan was doing the same thing, the Germans were doing 
the same thing. I mean you got to, the government has to fire these people up. 
You can't just relax and say ... and that's a morale builder. I think our 
government did an outstanding job on that. And when the war was over, the war 
was over. I know very few people that still hate, I mean during the war, there 
was a lot of hatred, but after the war, I think most people, I would say 98% of the 
people, hate has gone. Like at my house every Wednesday we have the German 
Luftwafa pilot that comes over. He's a great friend of ours. I've met Japanese 
that were on the other side. The war's over, and you have to recover, and you 
have to get going. But war is war, and I also believe that we'll always have wars. 
Cause we all are people, we're humans, so we'll have wars. Someone has 
something we want, and that's how wars started, and there still continuing in 
that direction. So, personal feeling. 


02:12 
I: Jesse, thank you. 


BROLL 

SWITCH TO JOHN MORRILL 

07:00 

I: If I could just have you, stay looking at me, and, that would be really helpful. 
If we could start, introduce yourself- 


Pause for sound 


08:30 


I: John, if we could just, if you could introduce yourself and tell us where you 
come from originally. 


JM: I'm John A. Morrill Jr. I was born and raised in Rochester, New York. I 
attended schools in Rochester, New York, and at the time my parents were 
separating, we spent a year with my grandmother in Albany, New York, and there 
was a period that we were in Hinsdale or Beckham, Massachusetts for a couple 
of years, but we returned to Rochester. and I did most of my school years in 
Rochester, New York. I graduated from East High School in 1937 and went to 
enlist in the Navy. The Navy turned me down for having an overbite. On the 
days later, or time wise, more than a day, I ran across a former high school 
buddy, and he interested me in joining the Naval Reserve. Rochester had 2 
Naval Reserve units, 10th division and 9th division, and he was in the 9th 
division, and there was not an opening, there was one in the 10th division, and I 
went into the 10th division. In March of 1941, the 10th division was activated 
and sent to Brooklyn, New York to put into commission a brand new type ship for 
the Navy, a stores issue ship, and the ship was named the Caster. I was in the 
commissioning crew, and when we left Brooklyn, we traveled through the 
Panama Canal and stopped in San Diego for a visit and on our way up to San 
Francisco and Valejo. 


Pause for sound 


11:04 
I: John, could you tell me why you wanted to join the Navy? 


JM: I really can't answer that. I don't know, I just had the urge to join, and I 
went down to join, and I have absolutely no answer for why. But when I did join, 
I found that it was my calling, and it became my career. 


I: We were talking about your ship, the Caster, in Brooklyn, a new ship, could 
you tell me when you got your orders for the ship to go to Honolulu, and how you 
felt about, what you knew about the Hawaiian Islands, and were you excited to 
be stationed there? 


JM: Well, I was ordered to the Caster from Rochester, New York, and we went 
through the Canal, we put the Caster in commission, it had been a merchant 
ship, and it had been turned into a military ship for a new type support for the 
Navy. The Navy had oil tankers, had ammunition ships, had provision ships, but 
they didn't have spare parts and such as that for the needs of the fleet, so they 
purchased the Caster from the Merchant Marines and designated her for that 
purpose. However, when we left Brooklyn and sailed through the Panama Canal 
and we got into California, we went up to Valejo and unloaded our first load out 
of Valejo, and got to Hawaii and offloaded that, and then we returned for another 
load. And we were re-designated to Oakland as our home port, and we started 
loading from Oakland and proceeding out to the fleet for the items that we had 
for them. We received a, about the second loading that we reached Hawaii, they 
decided that they wanted some Marines down at Johnson and Wake Islands, and 


they put the 2 sections onboard our ship, and we sailed them down to Johnson 
and Wake Islands. And then we returned to Pearl and we went back to the 
States, up to Oakland, and Oakland sent us over to Port Chicago, which was an 
ammunition depot, and we loaded our 5 cargo holds of ammunitions, and we got 
to Pearl Harbor December the 5th, which was a Friday. The 6th was Saturday, 
which not much going except preparations for unloading- 


14:28 
I: John, if I could just stop you here. 


JM: I confused you. 


I: No, I'm with you all the way, but there's a couple questions I have about, 
before we get to that day. I want to know a little bit more information. 


15:15 
JM: Okay, what do you need to fill in? 


I: Well, just conversationally, what did you find when you got to Hawaii? What 
was it like? 


JM: Oh, well, new experience. Well, let's see, well as a new type of...oh, good 
lord John, visiting, I'll put it that way I guess. They had different things there 
like pineapple and flower leis and things like that, which were not customs in our 
United States. And the attire and clothing was more loose, and comfortable I 
imagine, than what our standards are in the United States. The people were 
friendly, and we just enjoyed the liberties. There wasn't too many attractions 
that I can recall at first to experience. Those came later when I got more 
acquainted to the area. Time to investigate is very short. We'd only be in port 
maybe a couple of weeks, and we're off again on another trek. And so our 
getting around was very shallow in proportion to what Hawaii is. 


17:20 
I: Were you aware of any tensions building between Japan and the United States 
at that time? 


JM: The only one that was different was the palace, and you know, it was nothing 
more than a palace, you know, and a king lives there, and it didn't make that 
much of an impression to me. I'm sorry, my words aren't coming. 


I: You're doing fine. 

JM: Your surroundings have different, your fields of pineapple and fields of 
flowers. They were much different than what the United States, and it just made 
us aware of the beauty possibilities that occur, and how pretty they made the 
area. So, that's about it. 


18:43 


I: It really does sound like paradise back in the day. 


JM: Well, paradise, I don't know if I've found any place I consider paradise 
except my United States. 


I: When you were out there, did you have any idea that the Japanese had it in for 
the United States? 


JM: Yes. We, all of our preparations was with the intent to be ready and to 
hopefully a attack, but the climate at that time was very, very, very red for 
danger, because everything between the United States and Japan was not going 
well at all. There was all kinds of difficulties, and we had moved our support 
force, our protection force, from California out to Hawaii to give us better break 
as to any misfortunes. And we were in the process of building up that area to be 
able to support from it and keep any battles from getting close to our United 
States. 


20:22 
I: When you were out there, what was your job and your rank? How old were 
you? 


JM: I was 22 the day of the attack, and I was a ship's cook. I prepared meals, 
well, in the profession, we have a issue room, which is the things needed 
immediately for that day's or within a week's time. Our bulk stores are down in 
the holds, and once a week it was my job to go down to the bulk area and bring 
up the needed items for the next week's menus. And that job was called jack the 
dust, and I got the title dusty. And this is the introduction to the rating, and after 
performing that for 2, 3 months, I was then reassigned into the galley to start 
doing some of the cooking, to learn that trade and learn the cooking trade and 
the preparations as according to the Navy menus. And so, that's what my job at 
the time was, ship's cook. 


21:52 
I: Where was your battlestation? 


JM: My battlestation was the forward ammunition locker, up in the bow of the 
ship, and it's about 3 decks below water, and out ammunitions are stored in the 
area, and we have a dumb-waiter up to the guns. And we do have different 
calibers, some is for night fighting, some is for tracers, and then there's the 
penetrating ability of the ammunitions for different thicknesses of the ships or 
forces that we're involved with. So I manned the phones, and according to the 
directions of the gunner, gun captain, he would call down which of the items we 
were using at the moment, and it was my job to have the fellow sailors in the 
compartment with me get the ammunition out of the lockers and up to the guns. 


23:13 
I: Would you like a drink of water, John? 


JM: Well, might be a good idea. 
Pause 


23:28 
JM: I'm sorry about all the hesitations here, but my thoughts don't keep up with 
me after all these years. Oh well. 


I: I think you're doing fine job, John. 
JM: Well, I'm trying to do my best. 


I: Could you walk me through your day on December 7th, what you saw, what 
you heard, what you did? 


JM: December 7th, I had the day off. And, at reveille I went up to the galley as 
usual and just was talking to the fellas on watch, and then I decided it would be a 
good time to address Christmas cards. So I went back below to my locker and 
got on my bunk with my cards, and just about ready to start when a petty officer 
come rushing through the compartment and his voice screaming, 'man your 
battlestations, the Japs are here!' And so immediately, I just dropped everything, 
jumped up from my bunk and started on the route to #1 hatch and down to the 
ammunition locker. As I was crossing the deck, I happened to look over my 
shoulder and I could see the Japanese plane approaching for a run of dropping 
its torpedo into the battleships, and I just accelerated, I believe, to get down to 
my locker, to get down to the locker, and get the ammunition up to the guns. At 
about 11 o'clock they passed the word for the cooks to secure from their 
battlestations and come up to galley and start preparing a meal. So I secured 
from battlestation and went up to the galley to help prepare a meal. In the 
galley one of the fellows we were working around, he said, 'has anybody thought 
about what we have onboard?’ And that was the first time that I had even 
thought about our entire ship loaded with ammunitions. One bomb on us and I 
wouldn't have been there. In the meantime, while we were getting the meal 
prepared, the ship was transferred, or reassigned to a different position. Where 
we were tied up, we had the fuel replacements on the starboard side, and on the 
left side of us was the submarine base. A bomb hitting us, we'd have set the oil 
storage farm afire, and we'd have wiped ourselves and the submarine base out of 
action and out of existence really. So that was that point. When I finally gota 
chance in the galley to go out and look, I went out and looked, and our position 
had moved from Mary Pointe out across to the opposite side of where the Arizona 
was in full blaze to an empty undeveloped area, and that's where we were now 
tied up, at the empty area. So if the Japs come back again, there'd be no great 
loss. 


27:36 
I: Can you describe what you saw? 


JM: Uh- 


I: Hold on one second. 
Pause 


28:45 
I: John, if you could tell us, when you got topside, and when you did get topside, 
could you describe what you saw? 


JM: Well, fortunately, I didn't see the real massacre of course, but what I did see 
was the billowing smoke from the Arizona. I saw the Oklahoma upside down, 
and that's pretty much what I saw, because the position we were now in was 
somewhat isolated. And I didn't see any of the horror of the people being picked 
out of the water and such as that. All I saw was the Arizona in that full blaze, 
billowing smoke, and the Oklahoma upside down. 


I: What went through your mind when you surveyed that scene? 
JM: Hard to say this many years behind, but I know it was probably, more or less 
long expression was 'oh my goodness.’ Oh doubt, of wonder, of disbelief. That's 


about it. 


30:20 
I: Did you lose any buddies that day? 


JM: No. 
I: Hold on 


END OF TAPE 


